Microsatellite polymorphism of the MICA gene and susceptibility to rheumatoid arthritis.
We examined the role of MICA gene alleles in susceptibility to rheumatoid arthritis (RA). Ninety adult Caucasian patients with classical seropositive RA and 85 normal healthy Caucasian subjects from the same geographical area were typed for microsatellite repeat polymorphism in the transmembrane region of the MICA gene by the polymerase chain reaction. The results show that the MICA allele 6 may confer protection from the development of RA.